BECOMING A WORLD CHRISTIAN IN
A CHANGING FUTURE

Text. Isaiah 2:1-4 v, This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In the last days the mountain of the
LORD's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it
will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many
peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so
that we may walk in his paths." The law will go out from Zion, the
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations
and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not
take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.

Luke 4:18-20 vy "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on
him,...”

V.

Isaiah 9:2-7 vy The people walking in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has
dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they
rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice
when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you
have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior's boot used in
battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning,
will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
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Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no
end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that
time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish
this.

Luke 6:20-22 (1vy Looking at his disciples, he said, "Blessed are you
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who
hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep
now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, when
they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because
of the Son of Man.”

Luke 7:22-23 vy So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and
report to John what you have seen and heard. The blind receive sight,
the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is
the man who does not fall away on account of me."

Isaiah 58:5-11 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a
man to humble himself? Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed
and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a
day acceptable to the LORD? "Is not this the kind of fasting I have
chosen, to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your
food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter--
when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your
own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn,
and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go
before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then
you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he
will say, Here am 1. "If you do away with the yoke of oppression,
with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend
yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will
become like the noonday. The LORD will guide you always; he will
satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your
frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose
waters never fail.
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