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7— Southeast Asia - AGWM A discovery of

_-.._.'.;:i"-: at Risk and church lack of concern
fzgs =995 — Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge — what

—

— impact did Communism have in your context?

o 1998 — Mission of Mercy — a chance to reflect
and research Issues on a larger scale

o 2003 — Why Eastern Europe?




o Joday, 1.3 billion
children live In

Inhumane situations.

n the next 25 years, 5
oillion children will be
oorn, 95% Iin the less
developed world.
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Children in Asia™

p—

E"-”f_ Qchlld prostltutes In

i
—

— Tihailand; 200,000
pelow age 12.
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shijoren in Eastern EUROPERS

REala = SEEr chlldiens erphanages and
feirf) Iy Preakeown

/( e OOO Women In the Balkans are victims of
-l Iman trafficking each year

;S_exual attitides towards women and girls —
= Violence estimated in 1/3 of homes

—= “War in Balkans has affected many children
and families

o \What about your ministry context?




g State of Our Wo
The Neeﬁs of ChlIJren

o L2 of ifle elrelis AT
oooul« IS chilldren

5= orlru\ here are 100
mJLL gnisireet children:

Seermillion are
— -@ sedlcted by 2020.

= -_j *~1 million children enter

“child prostitution each
year.

e 200 million children
under 5 suffer from
chronic hunger.




1dren AR S K™
What Gategorlés"?’f .

2VERS /epizanillicachildenunoensidieof .
gilYEIydiSEaserelated causes

‘ '-:jlllon children have no sch@ollng

llion are homeless or orphaned
LY ’ ;

Jive on the stfiéets of the

 Implications for the church In 20 years?




S
he State of Our y_thQd;-*-

Global Impact of AlDS

N ;ple are piectedwith AlDS every minute.
- oOO~6 children under 15 infected with HIV last

. _.;/
500 chlldren mfected with AIDS daily in 1998.

e There are 1,000 AIDS orphans in Nairobi.

o 10 million children will become orphans as a
result of AIDS In the next 5 years.




SiesState of«@ur World-
Vanegement and: the Poor™

sahlalieithe world's population Jives

on $3'per day or less.

Over 1.5 billion people live on
under $1 per day.

The world’s three richest people

have fortunes greater than the
world’s poorest countries and their
600 million inhabitants.

The assets of the world’s 200
richest people exceed the
combined income of 41% of the
world’s population.

i
phato by:dudit Bovacs
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shillden Are ImportantieNSoEs

> Pl i )1 .
J rOf INVASH/GUWRGHGHMEC MY IRWard parts: .

J l\/lrlrrr W 10:4'2

o Whideve glves even a cup of cold water to ene of these
i Je ORES .

O afk 10514
e
5_.:‘”—- s \Vhoever welcomes one such child in my name
= — Welcomes me .

» [Luke 9:46-48
| et the little children come to me

o Matthew 18:10
e Do not despise one of these little ones




iTaiRelyout-developinggass
"‘OLOGX_for Children? "

weillalkingrand thinkingi=legoes
About = from — towards — with for
GOD = theos

\We Trust God because He Is
G od wants this and not that

Because the Earth Is the Lord’s
we may expect that...

o \We cannot help being “theologians” so 2 guestions arise:

1. Are we speaking worthily of God or not?

2. Are we speaking intelligibly, so that people can understand
and be built up?




@) speaks the word made flesh iMEsS
JUNESUSs speaks CHILD —eneefGod 's™
I2REUE0ES

= ~|nd|V|duaIIy

sorganisationally
sim-church practice
i cultural tradition

responded to the invitation
given us in CHILD?




alNsWour view of Children
"~ Theologically?

ROMANTIC
child'seen as important new
to be happy now

with godlike gualities able to
redeem the adult world

correct through education

Question: Jesus sees what in Children?

For further reading: A Child in Christian Thought - Bunge



Old Testament

e Cast of Children — Ishmael,
Isaac, Joseph, Meses, Obed,
Samuel, David, Josiah, Esther,

Jeremiah
o \Worship accessible to children

Children were seen as a sign of
blessing, yet the first to suffer
from sin, war and deceit

Community and adults were
held accountable for the well-
being of Children




siieyen; in the New Testaimenis

~t

s Jnc]c:ﬁ,. MidE — daughter of Canaanite

/N — —d ol

WOl L oNiicIal’sTsen, JanrtsT datgnter, the hoey With
IERS) oaves

' Pq.

mf birth of Jesus — significance of Incarnation —
lCShIp a 192y ?

—-—1 J '-Matt 17— Matt. 21 A thread from Transfiguration to
‘the Temple — why place a child in the midst?
Kingdom of Heaven is like..

o What about the upside down nature of the Kingdoem
— It has nothing to do with status, wealth, power or

Influence.




Elas&gnofG{cLso o

Kingaem

o

+,_"'~f-~-':'o s after all a very
ot thing
—There IS a competitive quest
- lorgreatness — everyone can
pe a threat

But the child is not a threat — why place a child in the midst?
Tthe thrust is the character of the Kingdom — not rank in it but
to aim to be IN it — do we understand the character of the

Kingdem?
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shllicd Development P_Qpiﬁ‘leé.—
i -hlldren arertHolistic Belngs

. ri;.'emotional
> Cogsiie
. Prysieel

=——_Sj frltual -
* he Importance of :

“Synergy” b
e Or 1 + 1 e 3 Phﬁlﬂl';gi.’lj::ditﬂavac-a




S
hildren are unige:

2 Chilelrenlieifenle)
e adults

-

hildhood is a special

— “sensitive periods”

o Children have unigue
neeas
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or__f:'é
= Age appropriate
& . [ndividually appropriate
B = . Culturally appropriate

~— + The Importance of iIndigenous perspective

o [he benefit of working with local entities




e N
What level can we hayvesiicas

mMOoStimpPact?

..'.-

'--"‘-"_'V iele in the reI|ef and development world?

m:--a- ——

e |t’'s not about “stuff”

e |ncreasing children’s resilience
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PEEhellciant e emphasize secial
sONCEIMS too Strongly... =
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Dr. Gary McGee




GEIChUrCh needs {0 repent o

s:}:E"MIddle class “captivity.”
: 4._Att|tud|nal evils.

5 Tfreating people and
children as “clients.”
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;é_"kingdom of the Church

~—_must minister to all people
pecause all have been

created
In the Image of God.
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e [ransformation




Se*eurch shoeuld represent
- oday Wwihat thevf“um"re
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When the gospel comes in fullness,
it not only transforms the individual,
It also transforms communities and societies.




e |
e Kingdom of GodJSH
place WiEre: Ged rules

S00ve me somethlng to drink, | was a
;—‘i'?: = sfranger and you invited me in, |
- needed clothes and you clothed me, |
was sick and you looked after me, | was

In prisen and you came to visit me.”




?{ Us"
Then ignteeus will

o Lanswer Him, - Lord,
8 "When'did'we see you
& hungry and feed you,
\ or thirsty and give you
8 something to drink?

7 B When did we see you
WAL a stranger and Invite
you In, or needing

clothes and clothe you’7 When did we see you sick
Or In prisen and go to visit you?”




' —-"l-r'*—’m‘_
\/\/r Grare the,least of-Thes. e*?""’

™
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- .
nﬁnucERl
rna lng Willsreply; 30% -40% |

| ,.'/.f
el syou the truth, EXPLZN f[ ;e
atever you did for
ft;ine Of the least of
=~ these brothers of
= f' ~ mine, you did for
me.”




B What should Christians do
~ in a world that seems to be
moeving toward chaos?




-

BESUIS ministereditonwhole persons.

i




S
SChunch mustshera. .

J proclamation community
sireconciling community,

e UnIfying community

s proactive community

o transformative community

* So what Is the place of the child in the
Church?




IENStategic Roleof the Chliicig

_—

for Children

WWindew — 85%: of
ns for Christ

Chileel ?p'rowde a gateway: for
iIlIEScommunities, peoples

= e "'4719” Window — most
aﬁ”ected by'sin, most vulnerable [

_ Con3|der Sin — disease,
Sickness, exploitation, war, etc.

o Often overlooked strategically — o PNy
What priority? e PO

jfie “Z

2
all cdecis)

C
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giplications for Chur_;l zipfelt
3 MISSTeloa),

BINICEE= mesi signiiicant INterventions for national
devgf‘é are child healthiand educatlon

L_eadershlp development — how early do you start —
- ask the Communists, UN, what about the Church

Research on children and the unreached peoples what
opens doors? Are you looking for opportunities?
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S T0I Furtner ReseaiCh g

and Reflectlons

il
=

a:-"‘iilow do we build greater
-CAPACITY in local churches

¢ Have we missed something
In our adult focus?
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Zieas for Further Researchilandis
- Reflections

Alarging our rmeological
Understanding of what Ged
Intends for your community.

— think of children

Enlarging our
understanding of the nature
and impact of poverty and
sin — especially as it
concerns children

Enlarging Christian culture
— Western theology and
missiology will change —
look where the young are




